Neuromodulation.
The ability of the nervous system to respond to the environment and to learn depends upon the tuning of neuronal electrical activity, loosely called neuromodulation. The substrates for electrical activity and, therefore, neuromodulation are ion channels which may be either synaptic or extrasynaptic. Neuromodulation is dynamic and most frequently involves neurotransmitters and hormones acting via G-protein-coupled pathways.